Autologous bone marrow transplantation in relapses of chemotherapy-sensitive aggressive non-Hodgkin's lymphoma: long-term outcome.
Eleven patients with relapsed intermediate to high grade non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) responding to induction treatment were treated with high-dose chemotherapy (CBV or ICBV conditioning regimen) plus autologous bone marrow transplantation as early consolidation treatment. At 6 years, relapse-free survival is 27.3% and overall survival is 36.4%. Patients with bone marrow involvement from NHL before the induction therapy did not have a worse prognosis. Despite the long-term follow-up, no secondary myelodysplasia or acute leukemia occurred in our patients. Within the limitations of patient number and selection, our retrospective study confirms the importance of tumor responsiveness and long-term follow-up. Patients with relapsed, but chemotherapy-sensitive NHL can achieve prolonged survival after high-dose chemotherapy plus autologous bone marrow transplantation.